M
ingling with 20,000 other pharmacists can be an intimidating experience for residency candidates at their first ASHP Midyear Clinical Meeting (MCM). A little bit of preparation on your part will improve your MCM experience and, most importantly, help you to identify residency programs that are a good fit for you.
Approximately 450 pharmacy practice residencies will be represented by about 1000 preceptors at the Residency Showcase. The Residency Showcase is held on Monday afternoon, Tuesday morning, and Tuesday afternoon; however, each program will exhibit only once. You will be joined by about 1200 other prospective residency candidates. Clearly, you will not be able to stop at each booth. You should identify programs in advance that you want to visit. Some candidates select programs by city and state, by size, or by college of pharmacy affiliation. 
The residents' poster sessions, usually held on one day of the MCM, are too often overlooked by residency candidates. These sessions are less crowded and the atmosphere is much more relaxed than at the Residency Showcase. After all, what residents do not want to talk to interested parties about their own work? You will have plenty of time to discuss the residents' work and to find out about preceptor support, relationships with the medical staff, and the overall quality and scope of the residency.
You still cannot decide which programs to pursue? Search educational programming at the MCM using the names of program directors and preceptors, and view their posters and attend their presentations.
If you are not sure which aspect of health-system pharmacy interests you
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